
Kingsland Primary School 
Parent Council Mee7ng Minutes 

Monday 17th August 2020 

A=endees: Jacqueline Wilson, David Griffiths, Nicki Istephan, Kathryn McBean, Zoe Watson, Lindsay 
Mowa=, Heather MacKay, Susan Ward, Laura Grant, Ben Smith 

1. Chair welcomed the Parent Council. Apologies received from Ciara Kenealy, Gareth 
Wilkinson. 

2. Minutes from the previous mee7ng agreed. 

3. Headteacher’s update 
• Mrs Wilson is very happy as it has been a very successful return to school.  
• 330 children in school, a few less than was expected as there are a few new enrolments 

that have not turned up, mostly connected with problems with house sales etc 
• Safety has to be considered with all decisions currently 
• The First major change was spliYng school in half for break 7mes and lunch 7mes 
• Currently P1, P3, P5 P7 go out together and P2, P4, and P6 are the other group 
• There are now 2 morning breaks, 2 lunch breaks and 2 a]ernoon breaks 
• Children seem to be really enjoying this as gives them more space to play, but does 

cause some issues with organising adequate supervision.  
• There are two new cleaners due to new cleaning regimes. The school now has cleaners 

on site all day except for 1.5 hours in the morning which is covered by Mr Harkin. 
• Addi7onal cleaning 

o including wiping of door handles and high touch areas regularly. 
o Classrooms are fogged by Mr Harkness in the evenings 
o New equipment such as pedal bins have been provided to reduce the need to 

touch surfaces and hand sani7sers.  
• New PE regime includes longer sessions outdoors even if it’s raining, either on the pitch 

or using the mugger. The younger years get 1.5hrs, P6 & P7 do 2 hours. If the weather is 
too bad to be outdoors then PE has to be done in the classroom, Mrs Fletcher did some 
Yoga this morning in the later part of the session as it was raining heavily.  The gym hall is 
not allowed to be used. 

• At lunch 7me the children are siYng on one side of tables only during lunch, there are  
packed lunches only just now so the dinner ladies are able to help with cleaning 

• The current curriculum is focusing on numeracy and literacy just now. Ini7ally the 
teachers are taking 7me to get the children back into the rou7ne of school and get to 
grips with where each pupil is up to with their learning 

• PLPs will not be going in physical form, will have to find a different way of sharing. 
• End of the day rou7ne is not easy as parents are not allowed on school premises. The 

current system is working ok but Mrs Wilson is aware that will be issues going into the 
winter with regards to using the field as a pick up zone. There needs to be adequate 
space to allow parents to social distance from each other. SBC suggested closing the 
public car park so that this area could be used. This would obviously cause big issues 
regarding parking on the run up to the school and be a big problem for some parents 
that have to drive to pick up. The current plan may have to be revised but is working ok 
for now. LG asked if would be possible to use the teachers parking area, Mrs Wilson 
advised that this had been tried previously during winter and didn’t seem to work very 
well. 

• Ben suggested it may be possible to get some maYng like that used at fes7vals to 
protect the playing field surface, however the school uses the pitch during the day for 
PE. 



• There have been some difficul7es in social distancing children from staff as the children 
are not used to this yet, but everyone is doing their best.  

• Mrs Wilson would like the PCs help with a couple of things 
o The path in the P3-5 playground is very overgrown and there have been 

problems during lockdown with vandalism, the path being used as bike 
track and kids causing problems in the back playground – Ben is going to 
organise a group to tackle and strim the path outwith school hours. 

o Mrs Wilson has become aware of closed Year group Facebook groups for 
parents- There has been some discussions going on which is causing 
angst among some parents rather then ques7ons being asked to the 
right people. How do we resolve this.  - DG suggested we could create a 
PC facebook page or should we u7lise the website be=er to 
communicate with parents? Kathryn suggested that the PC should 
infiltrate exis7ng groups to create a presence and answer ques7ons or 
ensure that any issues which arise are addressed quickly and efficiently. 
Lindsay feels we should be encouraging parents to go to the website or 
email ques7ons rather then start a new FB group.  

▪ Plan: Review and update Kingsland PC part of website- Mrs 
Ward will create a dedicated side bar for Parent council sec7on 
to make it easier to find. DG asked for volunteers to help with 
this – Susan Ward, Lindsey & Zoe volunteered to assist. Mrs 
Ward will update the current PC informa7on with the new 
content we provide.  

4. Feedback from Parents on Back-to-school 
• Grass in P1/P2 playground has grown well over the summer – Ben reseeded and watered 

during the dry period un7l rain started again.  
The path has just become overgrown as there was no gardening over the summer, needs 
strimmed as there are ne=les etc. Ben will organise group to do this- outwith school 
hours  

• Lindsey gave feedback on spliYng of school at breaks- this is an issue for children in 
composite classes as some are split from the rest of their year group. Mrs Wilson is 
aware of this and is trying to sort this issue somehow. 

• Kathryn asked for some clarifica7on re clothing required for PE – Children are being 
asked to come to school in their PE kit on the day they have PE.  This needs to be 
suitable for all weather as the children will mostly be outside for PE. Mrs Wilson suggests 
outdoor trainers, leggings or jogging bo=oms on cold days, shorts in warmer weather, a 
white T shirt and a waterproof coat. It would also be advisable to bring a change of socks 
as the children change into their indoor shoes when then come in - but not a complete 
change of clothes as then the number of items contributes to clu=er, which the school is 
seeking to avoid under COVID guidance. 

• Mrs Wilson cannot currently accept uniform dona7ons as there is nowhere to store 
them, but has asked that we keep hold of this for now as she does need a good supply of 
uniform and will be able to take at some point.  

5. Communica7ng with Parents digitally: Strategy for this Term / Parent Consulta7on / AGM 
- The AGM is coming up, not sure how this will work this year as will need to be hosted 

online. DG is going to a mee7ng soon re methods to do this.  
- Zoe suggested that the high school is asking parents to register for their mee7ng which 

may be a good op7on as the mee7ng could then be planned to accommodate all wishing 
to a=end. 

- Mrs Wilson advised that the School is supposed to use Microso] teams rather than 
zoom, this may be a be=er op7on as can take up to 250 people at a mee7ng, however 
not everybody knows how to use the Microso] teams plakorm. 



6. Charity Applica7on and Fundraising 
- Our Charity status applica7on is ongoing, Kathryn is organising and submiYng signatures 

from the relevant Parent council members.  
- Please can everyone have a think about online fundraising ideas, the sponsored walk is 

currently not allowed to go ahead and there is unlikely to be a Christmas fair this year.  
Mrs Wilson suggested sponsored readathon or spellathon? 

7. P7 hoodies – last term / looking forward 
- P7 leavers hoodie were created with controversial / op7onal Covid 19 patch on the arm. 
- Want to avoid parents having to buy Purple jumper and a leavers hoodie 
- Zoe commented that other schools allow the P7s to wear hoodies at school 
- Mrs Wilson advised that hoodies should not be worn in school at all as is difficult to see 

who the children are. They are allowed to be worn in the playground but not with hoods 
up. Purple jumpers were chosen to be different from the rest of the school. Only one 
other school in Tweeddale which does allow hoodies to be worn is Priorsford.  

- Nicki suggested having their names embroidered onto their purple P7 jumpers may make 
them more personal and special? 

8. Treasurers Report 8th June 2020 
- Bank balance £10660.25 
- Heather has almost finished the applica7on to manage bank account online 

9. Any other Business  

10. Dates for the next mee7ng thanks and close 
- The date for the next mee7ng and the AGM have yet to be decided. DG will inform all by 

email when the dates have been confirmed once a strategy has been decided upon for 
holding the AGM. 

- DG thanked all for a=ending 


