
  

HT Message 

Welcome to the start of session 2022/2023 here at 

Kingsland. We are delighted to see our pupils back at 

school after the holidays, looking so smart in their 

uniforms and very grown up. They have definitely 

grown! I would like to extend a very warm welcome to 

a number of new families who have joined us – welcome 

to the Kingsland Family. 

 

Our focus for School Improvement this session will 

be: 

* Teaching, Learning and Assessment – Moderation, 

Raising Attainment in Literacy and Numeracy, Inspire 

Learning and our Curriculum Rationale. 

* Inclusion – UNCRC, Nurture and our Ready to Learn 

Framework.  

*We will continue to focus on School Grounds and 1+2 

Languages. 

 

We are in the process of updating our school website 

as a means of communication and we will let you know 

when this is up-to-date.  

 

We encourage open and honest communication, please 

get in touch with the school office if there is anything 

you would like to chat about.  

 

Mrs Strathearn  

tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk 

Staffing Updates 

As mentioned in our June newsletter we have 

welcomed Mrs Goddard, Mrs Davey and Mrs Noble to 

our ELC Team. We have also welcomed Miss Douglas 

(P6B) and Miss Cameron (P7B) to our teaching team, 

as NQTs. All have settled in well and it feels like 

they have been part of the team for a long time! 

 

As you know, Mrs Inglis left us on the last week of 

term. This decision was linked to budget and the need 

to make savings therefore we will not be recruiting a 

new music teacher. As a result, all children will attend 

a whole school music session with our Principal 

Teacher, Mrs Belleville, every Friday. Class Teachers 

will now lead class music lessons as well as us looking 

at opportunities across the year where classes will be 

involved in musical experiences e.g drumming, school 

show etc. We are also in liaison with the authority 

about opportunities for music tuition in the upper 

school. As soon as we have any further information, 

this will be shared with you.  

 

We recently advertised for a Class Teacher to cover 

Mrs K Brown’s maternity leave. We were overwhelmed 

with 35 applicants! We are now in the process of 

creating a shortlist and hope to interview in the next 

10 days. 

 

We will be interviewing for our new Home School Link 

Worker this week. We have a number of strong 

candidates and are excited about this new post. 

 

 

 

August 2022 

School Lunch 

Please could all school lunches be selected on Parent Pay 

by the Sunday evening before children come to school on 

a Monday. Often, children are coming to school without 

options selected – it takes up lots of learning time to 

ensure everyone has a lunch booked. Could you also 

discuss the options with your child? Lots of children are 

commenting that they ‘don’t like’ what has been selected. 

We often change this for them, moving forward they will 

be given what is selected.  

Your help with this is greatly appreciated and will ensure 

there is less pressure on class time, office time and 

within the lunch hall.  

 

Parent Council AGM 

Our Parent Council AGM will take place on 27th 

September at 6:30pm, here at Kingsland. We would 

love to see some new faces – everyone welcome! 

 

Lateness & Attendance 

There continues to be an increasing number of 

children who are arriving late to school. A reminder 

that school starts at 8:45am. Pupils should be in the 

playground and ready to line up with their class when 

the bell rings. Late arrival, even by 5 minutes, can 

have a detrimental impact on pupil’s education. Due to 

safeguarding and disruption to classes, all classroom 

doors and cloakroom doors will be closed very close to 

bell time. Therefore, any children making their way up 

the hill after the bell will be directed to enter school 

via the office.  

A reminder to inform the school office if your child is 

absent from school. If we do not hear from you we 

will send a group call, followed by phone calls. If there 

is still no response, we will carry out a home visit. 

mailto:tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk


 

Classes for this Session 

P1A – Mrs Collins 

P1B – Mrs McGilp 

P2A – Mrs Wilkinson 

P2B – Miss Finlayson 

P3 – Mrs Scott 

P3/4 – Mrs Rand (Mon & Tues)/ Mrs Dundas (Wed-Fri) 

P4 – Mrs Belleville/ Mrs Little (PT Cover on a Friday) 

P5A – Mrs Lloyd 

P5B – Mrs Stevenson 

P6A – Mrs Smith 

P6B – Miss Douglas/Mrs Little (NQT cover on a Thurs) 

P7A – Mrs K Brown 

P7B – Miss Cameron/Mrs F Brown (NQT cover on a 

Thurs) 

P.E – Mrs Edge 

SfL – Mrs Franklin-Ray 

Second Level Attainment Teacher – Mrs F Brown 

 

Important Dates 

* 31st August Parent Workshop – ‘What About Me’ 

* 6th/7th September Harvest Assembly & Foodbank 

Donation Fortnight 

* 7th September Parent Workshops ‘Primary Years’ 

* 13th September 2:30pm – 3:15pm P1-P7 Open 

Afternoon 

* 13th September 2:00pm – 3:00pm ELC Stay and Play 

* 13th September 3:00pm – 4:00pm Support Showcase 

* 20th September Whole School Sponsored Walk 

(information to follow) 

* 27th September @ 6:30pm Parent Council AGM 

* 4th/5th October Parent’s Evenings 

 

 

 

School Uniform 

School uniform is a navy skirt/grey trousers, white 

shirt and tie or white polo shirt and sweatshirt. In 

summer, pupils can choose to wear a gingham dress or 

grey shorts. Our P7 sweatshirt/hoodie colour is 

purple. Branded uniform can be ordered from Brown 

& Out. 

Support Showcase 

With the rising cost of living, and further increases 

predicted, we know that many of our families are 

facing financial and emotional challenges. On Tuesday 

13th September from 3.00-4.00pm we will be 

showcasing the range of support available to families 

in the local area. You are invited to come and meet 

the people behind the organisations and see what 

support they can offer you. We have around 20 

organisations attending who can offer support on: 

*finance   *parenting *wellbeing 

*housing   *household energy 

*digital technologies * health  

*family learning *disabilities 

* childcare  *sustainability 

There will also be some demonstrations from 

members of our Parent Council with top tips for cost 

cutting. 

At the event there will be a bake sale with money 

donated contributing to P7 Residential as well as 

Parent Council funds. Parent Council have kindly 

agreed to support the school to fund new interactive 

boards in every classroom this session. 

 

 

You Said, We Did 

At the end of term we issued questionnaires to parents 

and carers to gather your views on the following topics: 

* Relationships & Behaviour Framework 

* Communication 

* Pupil Equity Fund – Readiness to Learn 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who took the time to 

give us your views – they really matter to us and we 

believe that this feedback will inform important 

updates and developments here at Kingsland.  

 

Further to the questionnaires, we have a working party 

of parents who are going to add to work completed by 

staff. Alongside consultation with our pupils, this will 

result in a new Ready to Learn Framework for 

Kingsland. We will launch this in late September. 

 

I will issue a ‘You Said, We Did’ leaflet in the next 

couple of weeks which will summarise the findings from 

each questionnaire as well as the key actions.  

 

Coming Soon: 

* Updated School Handbook 

* Homework Policy 

* Home-School Communication Policy 

* Important Dates for Families – Year Overview 

* You Said, We Did – survey feedback and actions 

* Ready to Learn Framework 


