
  

HT Message 

 

What a busy first term here at Kingsland! I can’t quite 

believe we are almost at the October holiday!  

 

It has been great to open our doors once again as we 

move back towards a more ‘normal’ way of working 

again. Particular highlights this term have been our 

Open Afternoon and Support Showcase, as well as the 

introduction of our Tea and Tots Sessions; Pupils, 

Parents, Staff and the community all working together 

to achieve the best aims for our learners.  

 

I wish you a lovely October break when it comes. 

 

Mrs Strathearn  

tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk 

Staffing Updates 

P7A – Miss L Stewart was the successful candidate in 

our recent interviews for Mrs K Brown’s maternity 

cover. She spent last week with the class and Mrs 

Brown ensuring a thorough handover. Welcome to the 

team Miss Stewart! Mrs Brown has now gone on her 

maternity leave and we are hopeful that she will get a 

couple of weeks with her feet up before Baby Brown 

arrives! 

 

HSLW – Congratulations and welcome to Mrs Chloe 

Gillon who is our new Home School Link Worker. This 

is a new post at Kingsland and we are really excited to 

work with Chloe to see how we can further support 

our families. Chloe’s first day is 17th October.  

 

 

 

 

September 2022 

School Lunch 

Please could all school lunches be selected on Parent 

Pay by the Sunday evening before children come to 

school on a Monday. Often, children are coming to 

school without options selected – it takes up lots of 

learning time to ensure everyone has a lunch booked. 

Could you also discuss the options with your child? Lots 

of children are commenting that they ‘don’t like’ what 

has been selected. We often change this for them, 

moving forward they will be given what is selected.  

Your help with this is greatly appreciated and will 

ensure there is less pressure on class time, office time 

and within the lunch hall. This will also reduce the 

amount of food waste that we are experiencing.  
 

Sponsored Walk 

The whole school enjoyed taking part in the sponsored 

walk last week – thank you to our Parent Council for 

organising and for the many parent helpers who 

supported the event. A gentle reminder to return all 

sponsor forms and money by Friday 30th September.  
Lateness & Attendance 

There continues to be an increasing number of 

children who are arriving late to school. A reminder 

that school starts at 8:45am. Pupils should be in the 

playground and ready to line up with their class when 

the bell rings. Late arrival, even by 5 minutes, can 

have a detrimental impact on pupil’s education. Due to 

safeguarding and disruption to classes, all classroom 

doors and cloakroom doors will be closed very close to 

bell time. Therefore, any children making their way up 

the hill after the bell will be directed to enter school 

via the office.  

A reminder to inform the school office if your child is 

absent from school. If we do not hear from you we 

will send a group call, followed by phone calls. If there 

is still no response, we will carry out a home visit. 

Swap and Share Shed 

A reminder that our Swap and Share shed is open 

during school hours for you to take items such as 

clothing, shoes, food and toiletries. You may also 

donate items to the shed. Our Swap and Share shed 

was recently on ITV borders as an example of good 

practice. Well done to our Pupil Council and Mrs F 

Brown for all of their hard work on this project – it 

really does make a difference to so many people. 

 

A huge thank you to Yvonne Whitehouse & Jenny 

Mitchell who have volunteered to support us with the 

running of the shed. Keep an eye out for the 

Facebook page which has been set up too! 

PE Kit 

We are be back to using our changing rooms for P.E. 

This means that children should come to school 

wearing their school uniform every day. PE kit should 

consist of black shorts/jogging bottoms and a white t-

shirt. P.E may take place outdoors so please ensure 

adequate footwear.  

 

 

mailto:tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk


 

Communication 

Thank you for the positive feedback about our 

communication. Lots of people have been in touch to let 

us know that they are pleased with the increased 

communication. This is something that we are working 

on, having surveyed parents and carers at the end of 

last session. You will shortly be receiving a Home-

School communication policy which outlines our 

approach.  

 

We have been made aware that a couple of families 

have not received information which has been sent out 

on Groupcall. If this is the case, could you please get in 

touch with the school office who will check that we 

have the correct details on file for you.  

 

The way that Groupcall is set up, it only sends messages 

to the first contact on our system. There is a way we 

can manually change this to include a second contact. It 

can only be done on an individual basis though. Please 

get in touch with the school office if you would like us 

to do this for you. It may be that you work away often, 

parents are separated etc and there is a need for a 

second caregiver to be informed.  

 

 

 

Important Dates 

* 29th September iPad information sessions for P4-

P7 parents (2:15-3:15 & 6pm-7pm) 

* 3rd October P5 Trip to St Andrew’s Leckie 

* 3rd October P1 Trip to Dawyck Botanic Gardens 

* 4th/5th October Parent’s Evenings 

* 7th October Start of October break 

* 17th October Staff In-Service Day 

* 18th October Pupils Return 

* 25th October @ 2:45 P7 Parent Coffee and Catch 

Up in Dining Hall 

* 25th/26th October Individual and Family Photos 

* 31st October Halloween Disco (details TBC from 

Parent Council) 

 

 

Tea and Tots 

Join us in the dining hall on a Wednesday morning 

from 8:45am until 10am for a free drink, snack and 

play drop-in session. All parents and little ones 

welcome  

Personal Learning Plans 

In response to feedback, we have moved away from 

paper based PLPs and our class blogs. This type of 

information will now be shared on Showbie. Staff are 

currently being trained in Showbie and as soon as we 

are set up, we will let you know how you can access 

this as well as inviting you to a ‘Showbie for Grown 

Ups’ information session.  

 

 

Parent Evening 

As mentioned in a separate letter, we are delighted to 

be returning to face-to-face Parent Evenings this 

session. The first of these are on the dates and times 

below: 

Tuesday 4th October 2022 – 3:45pm to 6:45pm 

Wednesday 5th October 2022 – 5:00pm to 8:00pm 

These are for P1-P7 – ELC Parent Evening date tbc. 

Appointments will be 10 minutes long and will give you a 

chance to hear how your child has settled in their new 

class as well as an opportunity to discuss their progress 

and share any feedback or concerns. Appointments with 

class teachers can be booked through our Parent 

Evening Booking System (PEBS). 

All appointment times need to be booked on-line by 

parents/carers using the following site:         

http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/kingslandps  

Please note that bookings should be completed by 29th 

September. Please contact the school office if you are 

having any trouble with this. 

 

Pupil Leadership 

Congratulations to our newly appointed P7 JRSOs: 

Finlay 

Tilly 

Ben 

Amazing work on your applications and interviews! 

 

This week the whole school are voting for their new 

House Captains. The prospective new house captains 

have been busy working on their campaign and have 

created videos which share why they would like to be 

the next house captains for David, Alexander and 

James. We look forward to seeing the results as they 

come in.  

 

There will be class votes over the next few weeks for 

new representatives on our Sustainable Squad and 

Pupil Council.  

 

 

Water Bottles 

Water bottles which are kept in classrooms should be 

filled with water and not juice. Water can be topped up 

throughout the day at our water fountains.  

http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/kingslandps

