
  

HT Message 

I hope you have all been keeping safe and warm over 

the last few weeks with the turn in the weather. 

Driving into Peebles is like Narnia! The temperatures 

are certainly a lot colder on arrival than when I leave 

my house in the morning.  

 

This term is my favourite term to work in a school - 

we love Christmas at Kingsland! What a lovely buzz in 

school over the last few weeks, it has been great to 

have so many of you back in school.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of 

myself and all of the staff at Kingsland, to wish all of 

our pupils and their families a wonderful Christmas. 

May you have lots of fun and laughter and enjoy your 

time together. We will see you all in the New Year.  

Mrs Strathearn                                 

tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk 

Staffing Updates 

Baby News – We were so pleased to hear of the arrival 

of Mrs F Brown’s new baby. Baby Hamish kept us all 

waiting but he arrived safe and well. We can’t wait to 

meet him.  

 

 

 

 

November/December 2022 

Showbie 

As previously mentioned, we are moving away from 

PLPs and will be sharing pupil’s learning via Showbie. 

Feedback from parents, carers and teachers indicated 

that the blogs were not well used and PLPs were not 

easily accessible.  

 

Over the past few months, our staff have been taking 

part in training and learning how to use the app. All 

pupils now have access and we will be launching this to 

all parents in January. Before the launch we would like 

to invite you to attend a Showbie information session. 

More details on this session are in the letter attached. 

For those who cannot attend, further communication 

regarding the use of Showbie will be sent out.  

Kingsland Choir 

A huge thank you to Mrs Belleville and our Kingsland 

Choir for all of their hard work over the last month. 

They have represented Kingsland at a number of 

events in the lead up to Christmas and we are so proud 

of them. They now have a well-deserved break until 

April. After the Easter holiday, pupils of P4-P7 will be 

invited to join choir where rehearsals shall be on 

Fridays from 12:50-1:30. We look forward to listening 

to our new recruits!  

Scottish Poems 

When we return after the holidays, pupils will be given 

Scottish Poems to learn. Pupils who wish, can enter 

themselves into the poetry recital competition where 1 

winner and 1 runner up will be selected from each 

class. The winners will then perform their poem at our 

Scottish Afternoon, where we will celebrate all things 

Scotland. There will be singing, dancing and poetry. 

 

 Eat Healthy, Eat Green 

Please support our Eat Healthy, Eat Green project by 

voting for us in Tesco Peebles. We are one of 3 

projects which have been shortlisted. Our project 

aims to promote low-cost, sustainable healthy eating 

habits. You can vote for us by popping a blue token into 

the box. Voting closes on the 15th January, where we 

will hear the level of funding we will receive.  

 

 

ELC & P1 Enrolments 

The date for ELC and P1 enrolments has now passed. 

If you have missed this date but would like your child 

to attend Kingsland ELC or P1 next session, please 

complete an application form. Please get in touch if you 

would like guidance or support to do so.  

 

 

Car Parking 

A reminder that parking for pick up and drop off from 

school should be done outwith school grounds, unless 

displaying a disabled badge. There are many cars 

parking near the entrance to the staff car park and 

this causes danger to our pupils as well as blocking 

roads and paths. If you are parking in the disabled 

spaces at the top of the hill, please be mindful of 

pedestrians and ensure that you are not moving up and 

down the hill while pupils are. Some staff may park at 

the top of the hill and this is at the Head Teacher’s 

discretion. Our JRSOs will be monitoring the situation 

with parking in January. 

mailto:tracey.strathearn@scotborders.gov.uk


 

Parent Council 

A message below from our Parent Council: 

A big thank you to everyone who attended the 

Christmas Fayre this year. We were so pleased with 

the turnout and everyone had a great time. The 

proceeds from raffle ticket sales and the stalls on the 

night totalled £2,260.51. This money will be used to 

make the children’s Christmas special and maybe even 

help with the Library upgrade.  

If you would like to help us make the Christmas Fayre 

or any of our events even better next year please get 

in touch.  

A huge thank you to our Parent Council for all of their 

support this year. Their fundraising and your 

contributions ensure we can provide lovely experiences 

for our pupils, such as the Halloween Disco, Christmas 

Parties and our Panto. We are very grateful  

 

 

 

Important Dates 

* 21st December P3-P7 Christmas Church Service 

* 22nd December Last Day of Term 

* 9th January All Return 

* 10th January School Closed – Strike Action 

* 19th January Showbie Information Sessions for 

Families 

* 24th January @ 2:45pm P5 & P6 Coffee and Catch 

Up 

* 26th January P6/7 Sportshall Athletics 

Competition 

* 31st January Scottish Afternoon 

* 7th & 8th February Parent’s Evenings 

* 10th February Last Day of Term 

 

 

 

Coffee and Catch Up 

As you will have noticed on our yearly overview of dates 

and previous newsletters, we have built in sessions for 

parents and families to come in and chat to the SLT 

and Home School Link Worker. 

 

These catch up sessions allow us to get to know you 

better, as well as giving us the chance to receive 

feedback about what is working well in school and what 

we can do to further improve. It is also a great 

opportunity to network with other parents.  

 

We enjoyed catching up with P7, P3, P4, ELC, P1 and P2 

parents this year and will welcome P5 and P6 parents in 

January. Session times are always 2:45pm-3:15pm. 

Pupil Leadership 

Pupil Council 

Congratulations to our newly appointed Pupil Council 

members: 

P3 Brooke T 

P3/4 Amelie J 

P4 Drew G 

P5A Robbie G 

P5B Annie M 

P6A Ruby B 

P6B Ella C 

P7A Hope W 

P7B Minnie M 

They have had their first couple of meetings and are 

busy thinking of ways to improve our school.  

 

House Captains 

Our House Captains have met a few times and have 

decided that their first project will be to improve 

our playgrounds. They have devised a survey to find 

out what our pupils would like and will begin work on 

this in January.  

 

 

 

 

Good News Notes & Fabulous Friday 

As per our recently reviewed Ready to Learn 

Framework, we are sending home Good News Notes 

when we notice learners embody our school values. So 

far we have had a focus on Excellence, Compassion and 

Respect. Our school value that we will focus on to start 

the year is Courage, in particular taking risks with our 

learning, even when it is tricky.  

 

All pupils who have received a Good News Note over 

the fortnight are entered into a draw to take part in 

Fabulous Friday. Those who are successful, join Mrs 

Strathearn for a tea party and dance.  

Meal Booking System 
A reminder that from January 2023 when you log into 

ParentPay you will be redirected to the Cypad site, once 

there you will be able to order meals in a similar way to 

the current meal selection process.  


